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A Family Affair: What would 

the church look like if it put 

we  before me? 
 

 

                                 

By Joseph H. Hellerman (as seen 

in Christianity Today , May 2010) 

 

 

Spiritual Formation occurs primarily in the con-

text of community. Persons who remain connected with 

their brothers and sisters in the local church almost 

invariably grow in self-understanding. And they mature 

in their ability to relate in healthy ways to God and to 

fellow human beings. This is especially the case for 

those courageous Christians who stick it out through 

the messy process of interpersonal conflict. Long-term 
relationships are the crucible of genuine progress in the 

Christian life. People who stay grow. 

 

People who leave do not grow. We all know per-

sons consumed with spiritual wanderlust. We never get 

to know them well because they cannot seem to stay 

put. They move from church to church, avoiding conflict 

or ever searching for a congregation that will better sat-

isfy their felt needs. Like trees repeatedly transplanted 

from soil to soil, these spiritual nomads fail to put down 

roots, and they seldom experience lasting, fruitful 

growth in their Christian lives. 

 

Despite what we know about spiritual growth, 
nearly all churches in America are characterized by an 

unwillingness of members to commit themselves deeply 

to their respective church. For some, it means church 

hopping; for most, it means keeping the church at armõs 

length ð that is, living as if the individualõs life is pri-

mary and that of the church is secondary. 

 

 We have options. We can simply leave one church 

to attend another across town. We must choose, in-

stead, to stay. For people who stay grow. And people 

who stay help others to grow as well. But we had better 

prepare ourselves at the outset to make the choice to 

stay, again and again, in the face of cultural pressures ð 

pressures often reinforced by the raging whirlpool of our 

own emotions that are screaming for us to do otherwise. 

Pastor Rod 

___________________________________________ ____ 

FUNTASTIC SUMMER!!  

First Baptist Childrenõs Center is expecting to have a 

FUN and EXCITING summer!  31 schoolagers will enjoy 

morning exercises; weekly field trips; arts and crafts; 

and special activities such as American Sign Language, 

Puppet creations, Beginning Basketball, and Beginning 
Karate.  Our Truth or Dare program will òdareó the chil-

dren to learn as many biblical òtruthsó as they can, with 

a special prize going to the child (or children) who 

memorize the most scriptures.  The òBridging the Gapó 

program will help keep those minds challenged with 

math teasers, reading, and writing. 

Preschoolers will be enjoying water days, games, and 

interactive curriculum.  Curriculum themes for the Pre-

schoolers for June will be Safety, Fatherõs Day, Frogs, 

and Beach Fun.  Field trips for preschoolers ages 3 ð 5 

are also planned.  Center wide, we are expecting ap-

proximately 75 children this summer. 

  

2nd Annual Men's Camp     

June 18 ï 20, 2010 

            Woods Canyon Lake    

Join us for   

Exploring the Bible  

VBS June 21st ï25th 

          6:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 
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Summer: A Different Kind of Animal 

 Summer is a different kind of animal for American churches, espe-

cially in the area where we live. All the winter visitors have migrated to 

cooler climates, while others are going on vacations trying to escape the 

scorching summer heat. This will be my first full summer in the valley 

and I canôt tell you how excited I am for 120 degree days (of course Iôm 

kidding). With the heat and many people being away there will not be any 

doubt that there will be less activity and fewer people at church. How-

ever, this does not mean that things wonôt be happening at our church!  

 The men and womenôs groups will be going on retreats that should be 

great fun and enriching. Other small groups and the college ministry have decided to persevere through the 

summer months. With the college group, we will continue to meet at my apartment on Wednesday nights 

at 7PM. Presently, at this study we are studying Romans and on Sunday mornings we will be getting into 

Deuteronomy. We also have many activities planned throughout the summer such as hiking, bowling, 

pizza eating, and pool parties; itôs going to be great fun. In addition we are looking for service projects to 

do so that we can put our faith into action. If anyone out there has any ideas on what would be a good ser-

vice project let me know by sending an e-mail or telling me in person.  

 Aside from the ministries that will be continuing on into the summer, it will be a good time to recuper-

ate and prepare for the fall. During the fall, Pastor Rod and I are urging each small group to participate in 

the well known study Experiencing God. I will attest strongly to the power and worth of this study. Our 

hope is that every small group will unite in doing this study and that God would powerfully lead our 

church. It is also my hope that this fall we will be able to bring back Judgment House as well as getting 

more people involved in the leadership class, L3. Doing this study and the many other things we have 

planned will help nourish and lead our church into the promise land. Also, please continue to pray for our 

church this summer as well. Please pray for the finances, unity, and direction.  

                                                 ___________________________________ 

The 2nd annual Men's Campout at the Aspen Campground at Woods Canyon Lake is only 3 1/2 weeks 

away. It is over Fatherôs Day weekend, June 18-20. Registration fees paid by TODAY are $17 for adults 

and $8 for children. After today the registration fees go up to $20 and $10. More info and signups are at the 

table in the lobby. 

                                                 ___________________________________ 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Our theme this year is "Exploring the Bible."  It will be similar to past VBS's with excit-
ing snacks, drama, music, and crafts that all enforce the dayõs lesson, but we still need 

helpers to make this exploration come alive! We need people to help with crafts, snacks, 
and games, and group leaders to help the children and take them to the different sta-

tions. Another way you could help is by donations.  Some of the needed items are: 100 
- 3oz plastic cups, 4 pkgs of Oreo cookies, a pkg of gummy worms, 100 ice cream sugar 
cones, 4 vanilla cake mixes, 2 containers of dental floss. Any donations of these items 

are greatly appreciated. Thank you all for your help and support in this ministry! Con-

tact Stacie Self for more info. 
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Moving to Brown Road  

A search for a new location began and the committee 

came up with several prospects.  They finally settled 

on a five acre plot in the fast growing section of north-

east Mesa at East Brown Road and 48th Street.  It 

seemed so far removed that members had difficulty 

envisioning such a drastic move.  Dirt roads and farm 

fields were all around the property in the mid-eighties.  

Early in 1985 the congregation voted to buy the prop-
erty at a cost of $396,455.  The last service at North 

MacDonald was held on June 16, 1985 with many 

members telling of the warm memories they had of 

their church such as weddings, dedication of children, 

funerals, and of course the joyous fellowship of 

church family!  The members of the Church of the 

Savior graciously offered the use of their building and 

facilities until our new home was ready. 

 

On June 30, 1985, our church body voted to begin 

our building project with the first two buildings being 

a sanctuary and office/education building.  The 

ground breaking took place on Sunday, April 27, 

1986.  The building was constructed and ready for the 

first service on Sunday, March 8, 1987.  What a cele-

bration!  A new minister of music, Christian education 

and youth, Ken Montgomery, came on the staff just 

before the congregation moved from the Church of the 

Savior.  Since we relocated to a fast developing area, a 

visitation program got underway almost immediately 
with the result being the addition of numerous new 

families and young adults to our fellowship. 

 

The formal dedication of the building was held Sun-

day, April 5, 1987 with the sanctuary filled with 
friends from far and near to help us celebrate.  The 

Sunday School began to grow so fast that the rooms 

on the perimeter of the building could not hold the 

children and there were no rooms left for most of the 

adults.  At this point our Trustees and Board of Edu-

cation began negotiations with La Petite Academy next 

to the church, to use their facilities on Sunday morn-

ings for the Childrenõs classes and junior church until 

our education building was completed. 

 

In the fall of 1989 the congregation voted to accept 

plans presented by Craftmasters of Mesa for a build-

ing to be built with 6,000 square feet, matching the 

design of the sanctuary.  It included four nursery 

room, a kitchen, offices, storage rooms, and a fellow-

ship hall. This building was made flexible for our 

needs by adding folding dividers for four adult class-

rooms.  The cost of about $325,000 was paid by the 

congregation without the borrowing of outside funds.  

The Sunday School classes moved from La Petite into 

a new building on Sunday, August 5, 1990. 

 

After the retirement of Dr. Ed Burgess in October 

1991, and the help of interim pastors through the fol-

lowing six years, the search committee had the chal-

lenge of locating our next shepherd.  After much 
prayer, the Lord brought to us in the summer of 1997, 

Rob and Judy Perkins, along with their son, Nathan 

and their daughter, Leah.  Pastor Rob was installed as 

the Senior Pastor on October 19, 1997. 

 

By the year 2003 FBCM was òbursting at the seamsó 
again and by November 2004, building was begun 

again this time on an approximately 40,000 square 

foot Educational building.  Included in this building 

were twenty-one class rooms of which four were ex-

pandable.  In this two story with a sub level, was  in-

cluded  a future new kitchen, a new larger fellowship/

Dinning Hall which is also used by the Awanas, a 

ministry Board Room /Library room, a nursery, chil-

drenõs class rooms, a youth room and Adult Sunday 

School rooms.  The cost of $4 million was supported 

by the issuance of church bonds by a Christian 

church oriented company.  Upon moving into our new 

facility in late 2005 we began operating our own pre-
school and daycare ministry in this building.  As of 

July 2006 FBCM joined in partnership with òFaith 

Christian Schoolsó to fully integrate schools and util-

ize our new Educational Building.  (Part 3 of 3 next 

month---òThe years of Changeó) 

 

 

The History of one of Arizonaõs OLDEST churches- 

First Baptist Church of Mesa (118 years old and counting)  

(Taken from the archives in our modern libraryñpart 2 of 3ñRon Dissly 

historian) 



 4 

 

June 2010 Birthdays and Anniversaries 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  11  12  

13  14  15  16  17  18  19  

20  21  22  23  24  25  26  

27  28  29  30     

12 Step Re-
covery Mtg 
7:00 p.m.  

YAH 12 Noon  

Youth Group 

6 p.m.  

Cont Reh.  
 6:00 pm  

12 Step Re-
covery Mtg 
7:00 p.m.  

12 Step Re-
covery Mtg 

7:00 p.m.  

12 Step Re-
covery Mtg 
7:00 p.m.  

12 Step Re-
covery Mtg 
7:00 p.m.  

Youth Group 

6 p.m.  

Youth Group 

6 p.m.  

Youth Group 

6 p.m.  

Youth Group 

6 p.m.  

Adult Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m . 

Adult Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m . 

Adult Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m . 

Adult Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m . 

Flag Day 

Ministry 

Team Leader 

Meeting 

12:30  

Church Busi-

ness Meeting 

and  

Youth Camp 

Cookout 

12:30  

Puppet Pres-

entation 6 

Elder Mtg 

6:30 pm 

Elder Meeting 

6:30 pm 

Az Science 

Mtg  7 pm  

é..Menõs Campé... 

Fatherõs Day 

..Menõs Camp 
       VBS 

6:00 -8:15 pm  

       VBS 

6:00 -8:15 pm  

       VBS 

6:00 -8:15 pm  

       VBS 

6:00 -8:15 pm  

       VBS 

6:00 -8:15 pm  

Puppet Camp  Puppet Camp  
Puppet Camp  

Puppet Camp  Puppet Camp  

Deaconõs Mtg 

6:30  

Pie Therapy  

7 pm  

Village Inn  

Pie Therapy  

7 pm  

Village Inn  

Lit ôn Latte 

6:30 pm  

Shape Up 

Sisters 6:30  

Shape Up 

Sisters 6:30  

Shape Up 

Sisters 6:30  

Shape Up 

Sisters 6:30  

Flicker 

Chicks  

Hiker Chicks  
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June Birthdays   

  5 Marla Bradford 

 5 Jill Townley  
 6 Anne Hunt 

 9 Gene Wright 

 11 Carmel Dubuisson 

 11 Mary Rhyne 

 12 Terry Halverson 

 12 Eugene Kelley 

 12 Michael Rightsel 

 13 Myreanna Bebe 

 13 Gwendoline Lyon 

 14 Greg Brown 

 14 Sherrie Darnell 

 14 Wallace Pugh 

  

 

 

 15 Sharon Andino 

 15 Lindsey Blume 

 15 Melba Bolley 

 15 Edwin Brown 

 15 B.J. Patrick 

 16 Howard Roberts 

 17 Rod Layman 

 17 Sadie Mountz 

 19 Marlene Mountz 

 20 Elsie Registre 

 25 Nancy Higgins 

 26 Mark Tenney 

 27 Kent Stephenson 

 27 Robert Sully 

June Anniversaries   

  

 Gary and Susan Haden 12 34 

 Richard and Leslie Hobbs 15 62 

 Abel and Firmante Deshommes 30 26 

 Donald and Nancy Higgins 30 54 

 

1 Peter 4:8   

Above all, love each other deeply,  

because love covers over a multitude of 

sins.  

3 John 1:2 

Beloved, I pray that you may  

prosper in all things and be in 

health, just as your soul prospers. 



 6 

 

Summer Fun 

Jeremiah 22:16   

"He defended the cause of 
the poor and needy, and so 

all went well. Is that not 
what it means to know 

me?" declares the LORD.  
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5th !ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΥ ά{ǿŜŜǘ [ƛŦŜ /ŀŦŞέ  

August 27 ς 29th at  Emmanuel Pines Camp in Prescott.  

Only $100 per person!  

Informational brochures and registration forms are in the 
lobby on the Welcome Center or on our website. We hope that 
you will join us and invite someone else!  

Second deposit of $25 due by June 20th (total of $50 pd in).   

Upcoming Events  

Wednesdays       6:30 p.m.      Shape Up Sisters 

June 7 & 28        7:00 p.m.       Pie therapy @ Village Inn 

                              Recker & McKellips 

June 12 & 26     6:00 a.m.         Hiker Chicks 

 

June 19             TBA             Flicker chicks 

 

June 29             6:30 a.m.      Lit nõ Latte 
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4801 E. Brown Road 

Mesa, Arizona 85205 
(480) 981-9684 

www.fbcmesa.org 

 

Date       Morning                             Evening  

1         2 Chron. 4 -6                     John 12:20 -50  

2         2 Chron. 7 -9                     John 13:1 -17  

3         2 Chron. 10 -12                  John 13:18 -38  

4         2 Chron. 13 -16                  John 14  

5         2 Chron. 17 -19                  John 15  

6         2 Chron. 20 -22                  John 16:1 -15  

7         2 Chron. 23 -25                  John 16:16 -33  

8         2 Chron. 26 -28                  John 17  

9         2 Chron. 29 -31                  John 18:1 -23  

10       2 Chron. 32,33                   John 18:24 -40  

11       2 Chron. 34 -36                  John 19:1 -22  

12       Ezra 1,2                            John 19:23 -42  

13       Ezra 3 -5                            John 20  

14       Ezra 6 -8                            John 21  

15       Ezra 9,10                           Acts 1  

16       Nehemiah 1 -3                    Acts 2:1 -13  

17       Nehemiah 4 -6                    Acts 2:14 -47  

 

Date       Morning                             Evening  

 

18       Nehemiah 7,8                       Acts 3  

19       Nehemiah 9 -11                     Acts 4:1 -22  

20       Nehemiah 12,13                   Acts 4:23 -37  

21       Esther 1 -3                            Acts 5:1 -16  

22       Esther 4 -6                            Acts 5:17 -42  

23       Esther 7 -10                          Acts 6  

24       Job 1 -3                                Acts 7:1 -19  

25       Job 4 -6                                Acts 7:20 -43  

26       Job 7 -9                                Acts 7:44 -60  

27       Job 10 -12                            Acts 8:1 -25  

28       Job 13 -15                            Acts 8:26 -40  

29       Job 16 -18                            Acts 9:1 -22  

30       Job 19,20                            Acts 9:23 -43  

Read the Bible in a Year ð June, 2010  


